
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading/English Language Arts  

Summer Adventure Calendar 

for Rising Fifth Graders 
 

 
 



SES 

Summer Adventure Calendar 

Rising Fifth Graders 
 

 

You’ve learned so much in school this year!  It is important that you keep your brain active over the summer to be ready for next 

year.  In this packet, you will find a calendar of activities to last you all summer long.  We have also incorporated a Summer 

Project.  Once you have completed an activity, have a family member initial in the box on the calendar.  Create a journal that you 

can use to note your thoughts, ideas, and any work you complete.  Be sure to enter the date in your journal for each assignment 

you do. 
 

Directions:  

➢ Families should preview the calendar together.  There are some activities that may require advanced planning, or you 

may want to consider working together with other families and friends on some activities. 

➢ Students should read for at least 30 minutes each day.   

❖ Students will need a Reader’s and Writer’s Journal to complete the summer work.  Your journal will be your 

personal space completing the daily calendar work and writing.  They can purchase one, or they can make a journal 

by stapling several pieces of paper together or by using a notebook/binder with paper.  Students should be 

creative and decorate the journal. Specific journaling tasks are given some days, but students may also journal 

after each day’s reading, noting things that stood out, questions that they have, or general wonderings about the 

text. 

➢ Each journal entry should: 

❖ Have the date and assignment title.   

❖ Have a clear and complete answer that explains the student’s thinking and fully supports the response. 

❖ Be neat and organized. 

➢ Use the chart on the last page of this packet to record all of the books read during summer vacation.   

  



SES Summer Adventure Calendar  
Rising Fifth Graders 

Directions:  Keep your reading and writing skills sharp for next year by completing these activities. Here is what you will. You will need one journal. Keep your journal handy as a place for completing 
these activities.   

JUNE 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 Fluency Comprehension Journal Entry/Writing Vocabulary Word Work Technology Library Visit 

 

     
 

 
    

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
Last Day of School! 

 

 

1 
Visit your local public library 
and apply for a library card. 
Also, pick up a copy of the 
Summer Reading List and 
check out at least two 
recommended books (one 
fiction and one nonfiction) 
that are just right for you! 

W
ee

k 
1 

 
 Practice this 
tongue twister 
“Wunwun was a 
racehouse, Tutu 
was one, too. 
Wunwun won one 
race, Tutu won 
one, too”. When 
you’ve learned it, 
challenge your 
family to say it with 
you. 

 
Explain the book you are 
reading to a family member. 
If it is fiction, describe the 
main character and the 
problem(s) they face. If it is 
non-fiction, share the 
author’s main idea. 
 

 
Start a Reader’s & 
Writer’s Journal with 
your family and friends.  
For each text you read, 
use your journal as a 
place to record your 
wonderings, questions, 
and new words.   
 

 
Decorate your Reader’s & 
Writer’s Journal. This journal 
will be used for reading, 
vocabulary, word work, and a 
place to collect new words 
you’ll learn this summer. 
 

 
How many words can you 
make with these letters?  
a, e, e, i,  c, c,  f, k, r, r, r, s 
Create at least 15 words. 
Write them in your journal. 
Sort the words into 2 
columns: long vowels and 
short vowels.  Use all letters 
to find the magic word. 
 

 
Visit 
http://www.sheppardsoftware
.com/states_map_abbrev_N
L_10s10_500.html to 
practice your state 
abbreviations. 
 

 
Ask your librarian to help you 
find a books about careers in 
which you have an interest. 

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/states_map_abbrev_NL_10s10_500.html
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/states_map_abbrev_NL_10s10_500.html
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/states_map_abbrev_NL_10s10_500.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=dJYZ-2Oc-7_0TM&tbnid=JDqx7M1ykf_IWM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/clip-art-children-reading-books&ei=HNlFU_GyB6e0sQT0pYGoAQ&bvm=bv.64507335,d.bGQ&psig=AFQjCNFbrSYggq9oOTiltD8uZEqcGx0L2g&ust=1397172850212237
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=school's%20out%20clip%20art&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=615D-BJ5VmztsM&tbnid=7ZEVn5SUxQOomM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ennistkd.com/NewsArchive.htm&ei=aUBEU8_VF4vUsATT8YGYCA&bvm=bv.64367178,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNGcNW2H_eupBxgvaBFDoJYhUNq15Q&ust=1397068192983129
http://sweetclipart.com/multisite/sweetclipart/files/office_school_yellow_pencil_2.png


SES Summer Adventure Calendar  
Rising Fifth Graders 

Directions:  Keep your reading and writing skills sharp for next year by completing these activities. Here is what you will. You will need one journal. Keep your journal handy as a place for completing 
these activities.   

JUNE (continued) 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 Fluency Comprehension Journal Entry/Writing Vocabulary Word Work Technology Library Visit 

W
ee

k 
2 

 
Listen to an audio 
book in the car or 
at home today. 
Then, listen again 
and read along. 

 
 

 
Reread from your library 
book about careers in safety. 
What special skills do people 
with these jobs require? 
Where do they go to get 
these skills? Write your 
answers in your journal. 

 
Today is National American 
Eagle day. The eagle is the 
symbol for the United States 
that represents strength and 
freedom. Think of a symbol 
for your family and write what 
it stands for in your journal. 

 

 
Synonyms are words with 
the same meaning.   
A curious person is eager to 
know or learn something.  In 
your journal, brainstorm a list 
of synonyms for the word 
“curious.”  Place a star 
beside the words you want to 
add to your vocabulary! 

 
Find 10 adjectives in one of 
the books you got from the 
library that you think are fun. 
Write a sentence using each 
new adjective in your journal. 

 
Visit 
https://conyersrockdalelib

rary.org/for more 
information and additional 
resources to help your 
summer reading experience! 

 
If you could travel anywhere 
in the world, where would it 
be? Japan? Africa? South 
America? Check books out 
from the library about the 
places you would like to visit  

W
ee

k 
3 

 
Read one of the 
books you 
checked out of the 
library with a 
family member for 
25 minutes. 

 
Culture is a word for 
people's 'way of life', 
meaning the way groups do 
things. What have you 
learned about the culture 
from your library books? Tell 
how people in other places 
live. Is it similar or different 
from the way you live in the 
U.S.? 

 
Write about what you would 
do on your dream vacation. 
Where would you go? What 
would you plan to see when 
you get there? Write about 
the adventures you would 
have. 

 
Unscramble these words that 
are related to travel. Use 
each word in a sentence (it 
might help to have a 
dictionary): 
yeccrurn     aropspst 
lartnesta     rafriea 
sairterosven  sutitro 
urto gdeui 
mcaare 
invacnstiaco 
iecinus 

 
How many words can you 
make with these letters?  
a, a, i, o, o, n, n, p, r, r, s ,t ,t 
,t 
Create at least 15 words. 
Write them in your journal. 
Group words based on 
similar roots (like art/artist). 
Use all letters to find the 
magic word. 
Clue…Cars and trucks are 
different kind of _______? 

 
Time to brush up on your 
typing skills!  Visit the Typing 
Factory at 
http://www.learninggamesfor
kids.com/keyboarding_game
s/typing-factory.html to 
practice. 

 

 
 
 

If you are interested in English Language Learner supports, or supports for struggling readers, visit www.manythings.org for games and activities. 

 

https://conyersrockdalelibrary.org/
https://conyersrockdalelibrary.org/
http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/keyboarding_games/typing-factory.html
http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/keyboarding_games/typing-factory.html
http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/keyboarding_games/typing-factory.html
http://www.manythings.org/


SES Summer Adventure Calendar  
Rising Fifth Graders 

Directions:  Keep your reading and writing skills sharp for next year by completing these activities. Here is what you will. You will need one journal. Keep your journal handy as a place for completing 
these activities.   

JULY 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 Fluency Comprehension Journal Entry/Writing Vocabulary Word Work Technology Library Visit 

 

 

 

 
 

 

W
ee

k 
4 

  
 

 
Poetry uses imagery to help 
readers forms a picture in 
their brain.  What picture did 
you form in your brain while 
reading a poem? In your 
journal, draw the picture 
with specific details.  Write 
a few sentences explaining 
the picture in your head 
supported by specific 
evidence from the text. 

 
Write a poem about what 
you plan to do with your 

family on July 4th. 
 

 
Antonyms are words with 
opposite meaning. Provide 
antonyms for the following 
words: energized, sharp, 
ancient, believe, and amuse. 
Add them to your word 
journal. 

  
How many words can you 
make with these letters?  
a, e, u, g, l, n, s, s, s, s  
Create at least 15 words. 
Write them in your journal. 
Sort the words into 2 
columns: singular words and 
plural words.  Use all letters 
to find the magic word. 

  
Improve your reading, 
writing, and speaking while 
making a difference in the life 
of a hungry man, woman, or 
child. Visit 
http://www.freerice.com/ to 
learn new words and fight 
hunger!  

 
Check out a chapter book to 
read.  If you haven finished 
reading the one you 
previously checked out, 
continue reading it.  If you 
need a new chapter book, 
check the recommended 
Summer Reading List.  Start 
reading! 

W
ee

k 
5 

 
Get The Mini 
Page or a 
KidsPost from the 
newspaper and 
read with 
expression to a 
family member. 

Be sure you 
sound like a 
reporter. 
 

 
Important ideas are the 
main ideas that the author 
wants the reader to learn 
from the selection. What 
important ideas did you find 
in your newspaper article? 
In your journal, write about 
how the author helped you 
to understand the important 
ideas.  Did the author 
include pictures, diagrams, 
or bold print words?   

 
Pretend you are a reviewer 
for the newspaper. Write a 
review of the last book you 
read. Be sure to include 
details from the text along 
with your opinion in your 
review.    

 

  
Idioms are a form a figurative 
language that should not be 
taken literally.  The group of 
words has a separate 
meaning. 
What do these phrases 
mean? 

• On the day of the play, I 
got cold feet. 

• When I got to my new 
school, I felt like a fish 
out of water. 

Try using a few idioms of 
your own in sentences.  Write 
them in your journal. 
 
 
 

 
How many words can you 
make with these letters?  
a, a, e, i, o,  l, n, r, t, x 
Create at least 15 words. 
Use all letters to find the 
magic word.  Sort them into 
categories by long vowel 
sounds a-e, i-e, and o-e. 

  
Time to brush up on your 
typing skills.  Visit the Typing 
Factory at 
http://www.learninggamesfor
kids.com/keyboarding_game
s/typing-factory.html to 
practice! 

 
 

 
Check out poetry books 
today.  Try books by Jack 
Prelutsky, John Lyons or 
Nikki Grimes.  You may also 
ask the librarian or check the 
summer read list for 
recommendation.  Start 
reading! 

        

    JULY (continued)    

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

http://www.freerice.com/
http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/keyboarding_games/typing-factory.html
http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/keyboarding_games/typing-factory.html
http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/keyboarding_games/typing-factory.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=zalhsP9H3XGPLM&tbnid=dXD0pTg_tz8P1M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.wadleighlibrary.org/wadleigh-writer-wednesdays/&ei=HhxPU9S1LKrD0AHdwIDIAg&bvm=bv.64764171,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNGipZrE02OAD6jjlZ3QJ-RGn9IgdA&ust=1397779855100544


SES Summer Adventure Calendar  
Rising Fifth Graders 

Directions:  Keep your reading and writing skills sharp for next year by completing these activities. Here is what you will. You will need one journal. Keep your journal handy as a place for completing 
these activities.   

 Fluency Comprehension Journal Entry/Writing Vocabulary Word Work Technology Library Visit 

W
ee

k 
6 

 
Choose a poetry 
play from 
www.gigglepoetry.
com. Read the 
poem aloud.  
Practice reading it 
FLUENTLY: with 
expression, 
making it sound 
like you think the 
poet meant each 
word to sound.  
Perform the poem 
for your family and 
friends. 

 
Select another poem from 
your poetry book or 
website. What is the author 
trying to tell you? In your 

journal, describe 
the tone of the 
poem 
(humorous, sad, 

scary, uplifting, etc.).  Share 
the author’s message with a 
friend. 

 
Choose your favorite 
poem. Talk about what the 
poem meant to you and 
why you liked it.  Ask a 
family member or friend to 
share his/her ideas about 
the poem. How are your 
ideas alike or different from 
your family member or 
friend?  In your journal, 
write a paragraph 
comparing your thoughts. 

 
Figurative language is used 
to help the reader create a 
picture in their mind.  A 
simile is a comparison 
between two unlike things 
using the words “like” or “as.”  
Examples: 
She is a pretty as a picture. 
My mom watches me like a 
hawk. 
Describe a person you know 
using similes.  Write at least 
3 similes your journal. 

 
How many words can you 
make with these letters?  
a, o, u, d, g, l, n, p, r, y 
Create at least 15 words. 
Use all letters to find the 
magic word.  Sort the words 
into 2 columns: Words with 1 
syllable and Words with 2 
syllables.   

 
Visit http://www.wordle.net 
and make a “word cloud” 
filled with words you have 
learned this summer so far.  
Glue your “word cloud” into 
your journal.  

  
Time for a new book!  Check 
out a biography about a 
famous American.  Think 
about a person you are 
interested in learning about. 
Books about Mamie 
Johnson, Louis Armstrong, 
Marian Anderson and others 
can be found at 
the library.   
Start reading! 

W
ee

k 
7 

 
Reread a part of 
your book to your 
younger brother or 
sister or a friend. 
Use different voice 
inflections 

to match the mood 
of the story.   

 
Read a biography about a 
famous American. In your 
journal, write about a life 
lesson you learned from this 
person.  How will this 
lesson impact your life?    

 
Think about a person you 
admire.  It could be a family 
member or friend, a 
teacher or another person 
from the community.  Write 
a biography about that 
person.  Share it with that 
person after you write it.   

 

 
Figurative language is used 
to help the reader create a 
picture in their mind.   
Metaphors compare without 
the words “like” or “as.”  
Examples: 
His hands are icicles 
The soldier is a fearless lion 
in battle. 
Describe a person you know 
using metaphors.  Write at 
least 3 metaphors in your 
journal. 

 
How many words can you 
make with these letters?  
a, e, o, g, h, p, p, r, r, s, s 
Create at least 15 words. 
Use all letters to find the 
magic word.  Sort the words 
into 2 to 3 columns of your 
choice!   

 
Visit 
http://www.funbrain.com/kids
center.html for online 
reading/language arts 
games.  
 

 

 
Ask the librarian at your local 
library to explain the Dewey 
Decimal system. Ask him/her 
to help you research some 
good books, get the call 
numbers for those books you 
like, and check them out. 

 
 

  

http://www.gigglepoetry.com/
http://www.gigglepoetry.com/
http://www.wordle.net/
http://www.funbrain.com/kidscenter.html
http://www.funbrain.com/kidscenter.html
http://www.funbrain.com/kidscenter.html


SES Summer Adventure Calendar  
Rising Fifth Graders 

Directions:  Keep your reading and writing skills sharp for next year by completing these activities. Here is what you will. You will need one journal. Keep your journal handy as a place for completing 
these activities.   

Summer Project 
Write a Nonfiction Article: Plan at least 2 weeks to complete your project.  This will count as an initial project grade upon your return. 

Sunday 
Today you will begin your summer 
project.  Before you begin writing 
your nonfiction article, let’s study 
examples of nonfiction books or 
articles. 
 
Peruse through the books you 
checked out from the library 
yesterday.  Pay close attention to 
what the author does to help the 
reader understand the topic.  How 
does he/she present the factual 
information?   Complete this chart 
in your journal. 
 

Nonfiction Feature Chart 

Text 
Feature 

Purpose 
of text 
feature 

Example 

 
 

  

Think about which text features 
you would like to add to your 
article.  Select at least two 
examples. 

Monday 
Nonfiction authors 
write about things they 
know a lot about.   
What topics do you 
spend a lot of time 
thinking about?  
Brainstorm a list of 
those topics. 
 
Place a star next to the 
topic you like the most.  
It should to be a topic 
you know a lot about.  
This will be the topic 
for your nonfiction 
article. 

Tuesday 
Nonfiction writers spend 
time gathering research and 
reading about their topic.  In 
your journal, generate a list 
of things you already know 
about your topic.  Also think 
about questions you have 
about your topic and where 
you can look to find the 
answers to those questions.   
 
My Topic:_____________ 
 

Things I 
Know 

Questions I 
have 

  

Also be sure to include 
terminology that is specific 
to your topic.  Brainstorm a 
list of words. Include them in 
your journal.  Think about 
how you will incorporate 
these words into your article.  
Will you include bold print 
words or a glossary?   

Wednesday 
Write your notes in order.  
How can you group or 
categorize your 
information? 
 
If your topic is an 
animal… 
Did you include where the 
animal lives, what it eats, 
what it looks like, and 
how it moves? 
 
If your topic is a sport or 
hobby… 
Did you include how to 
play the sport, the rules, 
equipment/materials 
needed to play, or famous 
player of the game?  
 

Thursday 
Authors often have to collect 
additional information after 
they have organized the 
information they already 
know.  Interview family and 
friends, search newspaper, 
magazines, and the internet 
to find out more about your 
topic. 
 

You may also look at 
additional texts online at 
http://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/ or 
http://en.childrenslibrary.org/ 

Write your new ideas in your 
journal.   
 

Friday  
Authors include pictures with 
captions, charts, diagrams, and 
maps in their texts so that they 
are more interesting to read.  
Look at the information you’ve 
collected and think about text 
features you can use to that 
support your writing. 
 
In your journal complete the 
following sentences: 
 

Text 
feature 
I’d like 
to add 

How/Why  
adding 
this will 
help the 
reader  

What 
it will 
look 
like 

  
 
 

 

 

Saturday  
Write a draft of your article. 
1. Reread your journal 
2. Circle the information 

you want to include. 
3. Write and circle new 

ideas. 
4. Write a draft.  

Organize the text in 
order from start to 
finish. 

 

 

Sunday 
When writing nonfiction text, the 
author has to be sure to include 
authentic and concrete details.  
That means you want your readers 
to know you are an expert on your 
topic and you present it in an 
interesting way.   
Read your article and think about 
how you can revise it to make sure 
it is interesting and full of factual 
information.  Think about what you 
can do to grab the reader’s 
attention.  Do you want to: 

• ask a question 

• give a description 

• give definitions 

Monday 
Think about your 
writing voice.  Do you 
want to sound full of 
authority or use words 
that show emotion and 
feeling?  Revise your 
draft by adding words 
and phrases that bring 
out your voice. 

Tuesday 
Capitalization and 
punctuation in nonfiction 
texts are important.  Use this 
checklist to edit your work. 

 Titles, headings, and 
subheading are 
capitalized.  Make 
them stand out by 
making them larger or 
bolder. 

 Captions are written in 
complete sentences. 

 If you included quotes 
(someone else’s 
words), use quotation 
marks. 

 Charts, diagrams, 
maps have titles. 

Wednesday 
Authors reread their work 
with someone else to 
make sure they have said 
what they wanted to say.  
Have a family member or 
friend read your draft and 
mark areas that need to 
be fixed.  Go back 
through your draft and 
check each one. 

Thursday 
Authors include a dedication 
in each book that honors 
someone special to them.  
That could be your mom, 
dad, sibling, or friend.  Read 
the dedication page of a 
book you have and then 
create one of your own.  

Friday 
Authors also include 
acknowledgements in their 
books to thank people that have 
helped.  Read an 
acknowledgement from a book 
you have and then write one of 
your own. 

Saturday 
Publish your nonfiction 
article by writing your final 
copy.  Be sure to include 
your text features! 
 
Plan a premiere night!  
Invite family members and 
friends over to share your 
final book.   
 

 

http://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/
http://en.childrenslibrary.org/
http://sweetclipart.com/multisite/sweetclipart/files/office_school_paper_pencil.png
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-l7IF18oOkfI/UoE-1a4Uo7I/AAAAAAAAAoU/gErFmPZPuHg/s1600/presentation-clipart1.png
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=kid%20interview%20clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=mlkzbAk3V8P2wM&tbnid=eVmlAwEv0skOvM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://pictureorphoto.blogspot.com/2012/12/interviewing-clipart.html&ei=K9JGU_BrsdCxBIKZgOAC&bvm=bv.64507335,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNEV5XNv5R7jSUIrPMAvw3pLypSXjg&ust=1397236637543224
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=computer%20clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=hsGwlSd92QnJIM&tbnid=YinujB47ac76UM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.picgifs.com/clip-art/computers/&ei=idJGU4CnK-a-sQS3iIII&bvm=bv.64507335,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNGGwvSeEENz_Eeehdv7DRnLXXf1kw&ust=1397236724760267
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=newspaper%20clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=3FDtcvhvg3pLNM&tbnid=r8kaedmbd38aVM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.abcteach.com/directory/theme-units-newspaper-8845-2-1&ei=4NJGU8dqi9SwBLS5gdgE&bvm=bv.64507335,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNGgCxMXGTxVUfhrAIuGA7P1PcRBxw&ust=1397236820377779


 

Name:  _______________________________________  School:  _________________________________    Summer 2017 
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Summer Adventure ~ Books I’ve Read 
 

Chart your summer adventures here!  List the books you have read on this page.  Depending on how fast you read and how 

much you read each day, you may have completed more books than suggested on the calendar. 
 

Glue or tape this document to the first page of your Summer Adventure Journal. 


